
  

 
  

   
  

 

  
  

 

 

3rd September 2014 

 
Re: Priorities on forests for the new parliamentary term. 
 
 
Dear [NAME], 
 
First of all, we would like to offer you our warmest congratulations for your election as a member of 
the European Parliament. During the next five years, the European Parliament will take a number of 
political decisions on delivering the EU’s commitments to global environmental protection and 
sustainable development. One vital area of decision-making will be securing strong European action 
to stop deforestation and forest degradation globally, including conserving forest ecosystems in the 
EU. In doing so the EU should support indigenous and forests peoples’ rights. We believe this should 
be considered a top priority for the [ENV Committee] [INTA Committee] [DEVE Committee]. 

In this context we invite you take a leadership role to ensure the EU achieves its pledge to halt 
deforestation globally by 2030 and reduce it by half by 2020 and contributes its share to meeting 
the 2020 global and EU biodiversity targets. These require to halve the rate of loss of all natural 
habitats globally, including forests, and where feasible bring it close to zero, and significantly 
reduce their degradation and fragmentation by 2020. Loss of biodiversity in the EU should be halted 
by 2020.  

There will be a number of opportunities where you, as a member of the European Parliament, will 
have the chance to make a difference. These include:  
 
§ Ensuring the Commission honors the commitment it made in the 7th European Environmental 

Action Programme to consider the development of an EU Action Plan on deforestation and 
forest degradation. The EU urgently needs to develop an action plan that would minimize its 
forest footprint including environmental, social and human rights impacts related to EU 
consumption of commodities such as soy, palm oil and meat. In addition, the EU needs to 
increase its support to tackling the drivers of deforestation and forest degradation in developing 
countries. Such drivers should also be tackled by REDD+. 
 

§ Participating in the review of the EU Timber Regulation and Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan foreseen in 2015. Next year’s review will be crucial 
for assessing the EU’s progress and contribution towards its objectives of improving forest 
governance, halting flows of illegally sourced timber into the EU and shifting towards 
sustainable timber consumption. Solutions need to be found for several outstanding problems. 
 



§ Ensuring that the incorporation of the Land-Use, Land-Use-Change and Forestry (LULUCF) 
sector to the EU’s 2030 climate policy framework does not undermine climate ambition. Any 
contribution of the land and forest sector to climate change mitigation should be additional to 
the abatement of fossil fuel emissions and raise the overall level of EU climate ambition. 
Offsetting industrial emissions with LULUCF should be ruled out. In addition, LULUCF measures 
should recognize the broader (social and environmental) benefits provided by forests and 
protect and improve the conditions of forest ecosystems.  

 
• Ensuring that climate and energy policies for 2030 promote only sustainable forms and ways 

of using bioenergy, including biomass from forests. The 2030 climate policy framework must 
include robust mechanisms to limit the use of biomass to sustainable levels, to account for its 
full carbon emissions and apply comprehensive sustainability criteria to all bioenergy. 

 
Now, more than ever before, the sustainability and health of the world’s natural forest ecosystems 
require your attention. Despite the key role forests play in regulating the climate, providing a home 
for much of the world’s biodiversity, and delivering clean water, food, livelihoods and medicine for 
millions of people, forests around the world are under threat.  
 
An area of forest approximately half the size of the EU was cleared worldwide between 1990 and 
2008 (according to FAO data). Large areas of forests have also been degraded after harvesting and 
fires. This has resulted in significant environmental and social impacts including the release of vast 
amounts of greenhouse gases, the loss of endangered wildlife and the violations of forest peoples’ 
rights including land-grabbing and forced evictions. In the EU more than half of the forest species of 
'European interest' and over 60 % of forest habitat types identified by the Habitats Directive are 
reported to be in 'unfavorable conservation status'. 
 
Your political commitment can make a difference. According to a Commission-funded study, 
between 1990 and 2008 the EU was the largest net importer of deforestation embodied in products. 
This makes the EU the region with the largest forest footprint of any importing region globally. This 
is fuelled by its consumption of agricultural products, meat, and energy as well as timber and wood 
products.  
 
From the biscuits we eat to the chairs we sit on or the soap we wash with, much of our consumption 
is laced with forest destruction. While the challenge is immense and complex, the Parliament can 
play a leading role in finding solutions.  
 
We would be grateful for an opportunity to meet with you in person to discuss these important 
issues in more detail.  
 
Signatories 

Sini Eräjää, EU Biomass Policy Officer, Birdlife Europe and EEB 

Wolfgang Kuhlmann, Director, ARA 

Francesco Martone, Policy Adviser, Forest Peoples Programme 
Hannah Mowat, Forests and Climate campaigner, FERN 

Alexandra Pardal, Campaign Leader – Forests, Global Witness 

Sébastien Risso, EU Forest Policy Director, Greenpeace  

Anke Schulmeister, Senior Forest Policy Officer, WWF European Policy Office, 
Dr Lukas Straumann, Executive Director, Bruno Manser Fonds 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm


Emily Unwin, Lawyer, ClientEarth 

Robbie Blake, Food, Agriculture & Biodiversity campaigner, Friends of the Earth Europe 

Sabine Schielmann, Project Coordinator Indigenous Peoples and Forests, INFOE 

Hermann Edelmann, Coordinator, ProREGENWALD 
Andy Whitmore, Coordinator, Indigenous Peoples Links 

 


